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As the
2015-16 school year begins the
final countdown to summer vacation, the
Parent Guild took a moment to reflect, and
bring the families of FCMA up to speed with all
of the many events and happenings we have
enjoyed from September to June. It is always
such a pleasure to serve this community, as
many of you know from years of volunteering.
How wonderful it has been to embrace so
many new families this year. From the Head of
School to the entire staff, from Choice Schools
of Michigan to the leads of the Parent Guild,
from our FCMA Board to our charter authorizer
Oakland University, and many, many parent volunteers, it is truly amazing to know that so
many individuals are working towards the success of our school and events. If you are newer
to the school, the following information will help you better understand the scope of the
Parent Guild and the types of involvement we have at FCMA.

Communications
Joanne Roach
, Communications Lead
There is always a lot of information to forward, and this past year was no exception. Through
emails, classroom Facebook pages, and paper flyers in your Friday folder, there were many
volunteers working to keep our families in the loop. The Communications Board in the main
foyer received a facelift last September, with a helpful current events calendar, and a one-stop
landing pad for upcoming event flyers. New this year, was the Parent Guild “branding” of
event flyers. A formated template was used for all of the Parent Guild events to keep details
organized and easily accessible. We are very excited to inform you that one of our FCMA
parents, Anjela Freeman, has recently volunteered to keep the Parent Guild tab on our school
website current by updating calendar dates and deleting expired information. Please follow
the link below to check out the changes over the next few months.

FCMA website

Fundraising
Lee Jacobsen & Janell Fasbender
, Fundraising Leads
Did you know that of the 9 FCMA Parent Guild fundraisers held this past year, only the Fun
Run solicited donations? The Door-to-Door Organics co-op, Target Red Card, Seed Sale,
Spring Flower Sale, Bottle Drives, and Christmas Wreath Sale gave either a percentage back to
the Parent Guild or a set amount per item. The spring and fall Easter Seals Fill-a-Truck events
are completely free to families. While we do need funds to operate, traditionally we also have
a fundraising focus every year. It took a few years to raise the 10,000 plus dollars needed to
purchase the Montessori style playground equipment, but the success of that fundraising is
truly seen on the happy faces of our children as they use the Snug Play System. The past two
years, under the direction of our Head of School, Miss Chris, the Parent Guild has gifted
money that was used toward the purchase of research books for all of the classrooms. The
latest fundraising focus is the purchasing and installation costs of 3 bottle filling, cooling and

filtering drinking fountains. What a great update for our FCMA campus! Finally, many thanks
to Misty Wills for handling all of the details and deadlines of the Box Tops for Education
program.

Look for the Fall 2016 Fun Run date - coming soon!

Room Liaisons
Tamara Fobare
, Liaison Lead
Classroom liaisons worked tirelessly throughout the
school year to communicate events of the Parent
Guild to the room families. Teacher Appreciation
week is our biggest liaison event. Once again our
FCMA families were able to show their appreciation
for our teachers' dedication to our children. Thanks
to all the liaisons for organizing creative gifts, and
for all the classroom support throughout the year!

Michigan Green School Committee
Andrea Jarvis & Terri Kuper
, Michigan Green School Committee Leads
The leads of this volunteer position have a massive undertaking each year, with many
subheadings under their title. After hours of initial research, and data gathering throughout
the year, green events, recycling, and gardening, - and the outstanding efforts of the students
and staff - the Parent Guild is thrilled to inform you that FCMA has secured the HIGHEST
LEVEL of Green School Certification. We are now Green School Certified, Evergreen Level.
Please stop by and see the bulletin board dedicated to Michigan Green School Activities by
the school office.

The Evergreen Level of Green Certification represents the culmination of endless efforts by
staff, students, and parent volunteers. Thanks to everyone! Here are a few highlights:
Recycling
- Teachers, students, and parent volunteers are recycling paper, cardboard, and

plastic and glass containers daily. The return of the Paper Retriever Bin has made the load
much lighter for our volunteers and is earning a little money for the school. Excellent
teamwork!! We also had the opportunity to recycle electronics and clothes this year, and
Lower El classrooms took a trip to SOCRRA to explore the process and importance of
recycling!
Environmental Protection
- Parent volunteers are maintaining a Michigan native garden which
is a 
Certified Wildlife Habitat
by the National Wildlife Foundation. Fifth graders continued their
tradition of visiting Oakland University to study the protection of the Clinton River Watershed.
FCMA and MiChoice administration formed a committee to work toward minimizing harmful
pesticides and unnecessary chemicals from our school. This is an exciting and ongoing
effort!
Endangered Species
- FCMA's Girl Scout Troop

hosted this years event and the Red Panda was
chosen to sponsor. Over $180 was raised and
donated to the Detroit Zoo's conservation
efforts!

Bat Trunk
- two classrooms explored a "Bat
Trunk" from the Organization for Bat
Conservation. A generous program from an interesting organization!

Secretary
Lori Chapman
The Parent Guild would like to thank Lori Chapman for two years of service in the role of
Secretary. She has not only taken notes at all of the meetings, her wise input during Parent

Guild meetings has been invaluable. She has also been responsible for keeping the meeting
minutes uploaded to the FCMA website each month. Thank you, Lori Chapman.
If you are able to attend meetings and are interested in more information about this very
important role, please contact Rhonda Richter at 
rhondarichter1218@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Rhonda Richter
As a parent, Rhonda knows how important it is to support our school and feel like your
donations are being well utilized. Throughout each year, and working closely with the Head of
School, we discuss at our monthly meetings where our fundraising focus will be. In the past,
we raised money for our playground equipment, and for the last two years we donated over
$6000 to FCMA for research book within each classroom. Now, we are focusing on a green
upgrade for our building and students. The Parent Guild is hoping to purchase three
bottle-filling water fountains. We hope to have one, if not two, installed over the summer and
then the third unit sometime next year. Thank you for supporting the Parent Guild and our
students! Please visit the FCMA website then click Parent Guild / Minutes to review our
budget and profits statement.

Community Building
Heather Simpson, 
Focus Lead
Community Building is of utmost importance to
the Parent Guild, and is a cornerstone of the
peaceful, foundational teachings at FCMA. Even
a fundraising event like the Fun Run has a
wonderful, community feel as we come
together to cheer on the runners, pass out
snacks, and enjoy getting to know the children
and their families. From the fall pot luck dinner,

and Harvest Dance, to skate nights and the Spring Dance, it was a great year of opportunity
for new experiences and friendships. The end of year Field Day is Community Building at it’s
finest! Looking ahead, don’t be surprised if the buzz phrase next year is “A Community
Building Event…”

Grounds & Beautification
Vacant position
We are currently in need of a volunteer, or small team of volunteers, to care for the seasonal
upkeep of the Native Michigan Garden by our front entrance. If interested please contact
Rhonda Richter at
rhondarichter1218@yahoo.com

Parent Guild Lead
Rhonda Richter, Lead pro tempore
A big thank you to Parent Guild Lead Sarah Vandervest, and best wishes to the whole
Vandervest family as they pull up roots from FCMA, and start a new chapter in Grosse Pointe
Woods. Sarah, your friendly smile and constant willingness to help will be missed. Thank you

for the many volunteer hours you have given to the FCMA community. To finish out the school
year, Rhonda Richter was voted in as Parent Guild Lead Pro Tempore by everyone who
attended the April Parent Guild meeting. All of the Parent Guild Leads are grateful to have an
experienced volunteer step up and help us have a strong finish to the school year.

A note on Parent Guild positions…
All of the parents in lead positions are interested in building teams, partnering, and mentoring
in the upcoming 2016 - 2017 school year. If you are able to attend the monthly meetings and
are interested in a particular focus group, (Fundraising, Grounds & Beautification, Michigan
Green School Committee and its many facets, Community Building, Class Liaisons, or
Communications) or are interested in the vacant roles of Secretary or Grounds &
Beautification Lead, please contact 
Rhonda Richter at 

rhondarichter1218@yahoo.com

A final note to our families...
The success of Parent Guild events lies with our wonderful volunteers! It has been an
amazing school year and we would like to thank the FCMA community of families for their
endless support. The Parent Guild was created by dedicated parents to support our school in
several ways, and - while there are focus leads - the Parent Guild is really made up of all of our
families. The Parent Guild and parent community has continued to grow into an amazing
place to build lifelong friendships and support our students and families. Look for a Parent
Guild survey in an upcoming Office Update. Your voice matters and is needed to grow even
more successful.
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